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THE ROAD TO 
     CONSECRATION

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock
 I will build My church, and the gates of  Hades shall not
 prevail against it.  And I will give you the keys of  the
 kingdom of heaven and whatever you bind on earth will
 be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
 will be loosed in heaven”  
                                                    - Matthew 16:18-19
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Ho w  Yo u  C a n  Hel p

1.  Please carefully read this packet and prayerfully consider participating in the “Road to Consecration” 

campaign.  Talk to family members and financial advisors, if necessary.

 • No donation is excessively large or insignificantly small.  All will be received with gratitude.

 • Above all, we seek gifts of equal sacrifice and not equal amounts.

 • Gifts to this campaign are above and beyond your regular stewardship contribution.  Stewardship  

   and other offerings provide for the day-to-day operations of the parish, while your pledge to this  

   campaign will be used specifically to reach our goal for Consecration.

2.   Fill out the enclosed pledge card.  The pledge card includes a new three year pledge section as  

well as areas where recognition opportunities can also be made.  Information concerning recognition  

opportunities is included in this packet.

 • Down payments for 3 year pledges are not required, but if possible, a 10% down payment is suggested.

 • Deposits for recognition opportunities are required and the amounts are listed with each 

   corresponding item.

 • Write checks payable to St. Basil the Great with “Road to Consecration” in the memo area.

3.   Mail your completed pledge card with any payments in the envelope provided.

Tax Advantages of Giving

Income tax laws encourage charitable giving.  All 
gifts to this campaign are tax deductible to the 
extent provided by law.  It is often advantageous 
for some people to contribute appreciated securities.

If you choose to contribute appreciated securities 
held more than 12 months, you may receive a 
double tax benefit by:

 • Avoiding capital gains taxes that would  
   be paid if the stock were sold.
 • Receiving a charitable deduction equal  
   to the fair market value at the time of the  
   gift, not the original purchase cost.

Other types of gifts may include life insurance 
policies you may no longer need, bequest to the 
church as part of an estate plan, and other valuables.  
You may contact a member of the GDC for assistance 
with gift options.  Please contact your financial advisor 
with specific questions.



G D C  M E M BE R  C O N TA C T

Father Anastasios Raptis 

(281) 679-5395

franastasios@gmail.com

Damon Diamantaras

(713) 467-9226

damondiamantaras@gmail.com

Catherine Stellakis

(713) 291-9248

cstellakis@gmail.com

Petros Skoumpourdis

(281) 879-9999

p-skoumpourdis@comcast.net

George Laguros

(281) 693-1813

glaguros@comcast.net

Paul Michael

(713) 823-4577 

paul@addimprint.com

George Alex       

(708) 363-3151  

george.alex@sbcglobal.net 

John Rigas

(281) 610-5994

jrigas@chenergy.com

David Funk

(484) 686-2436

davefunk09@gmail.com



F R E Q U E N T LY  AS K E D  Q U E S T ION S

1. Why is Consecration of a sanctuary important?

 For an Orthodox Christian salvation is union with Christ. This union with Christ is called the  
"Life in Christ". The center of this "Life in Christ" is the Holy Altar, as well as services that are  

 related to it, i.e. the Seven Sacraments. Because the Holy Altar is so important in the life of  
 an Orthodox Christian, the service of Consecration centers around the Holy Altar Table. In  
 simple terms the Consecration Service is the Baptism and Chrismation of the Church.

2. What is required from the parish in order for the sanctuary to be consecrated?

 There are two components as described from His Eminence:  

 A) The payment and completion of a significant portion of the iconography inside the sanctuary.    
 For St. Basil, we must have significant iconography completed, including the Pantocrator, in the  
 sanctuary.  

 B)  Our total debt on our current loan will be required to be less than $1,500,000.

3. When do we expect the Road to Consecration program to begin and end?

 The fundraising campaign will start in October 2012 and is expected to last three years. Our goal  
 is to celebrate Consecration in early 2016.

4. 

Yes.  The Road to Consecration is a separate program from our Stewardship program.  Stewardship  
pledges support the day-to-day operations of the church.  Pledges to The Road to Consecration  

 go to reducing the overall debt of St. Basil.

5. What are the “Recognition Opportunities” ?

 Recognition opportunities are separate gifting possibilities in which a donor can select to fund a  
 specific item needed to prepare the church for Consecration.  These donations are separate from  
 the three-year campaign pledges.  There are several different options available and inserts are  
 included for your review in this folder.

6. What if multiple requests are received for the same Recognition Opportunity?

Requests will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis.  If multiple requests are received  
simultaneously, we will make every effort to accommodate all requests to everyone’s complete  

 satisfaction. 

7.   How will I be recognized for my donation and/or recognition opportunity?  

A donor wall will be constructed recognizing all of the donors who contribute to this Capital campaign.   
 As was the case with our last campaign, we will not be placing name plates on individual recognition  
 opportunities.



P L E D G E  C A R D

Name ______________________________________    

Address _____________________________________    

City _________________ State _______Zip _________    

Home Phone _____________Cell Phone ___________    

Step 1:  New 3 Year Pledge:    

 Total 3 Year Contribution:   $_____________(a)

 Down Payment Enclosed:   $______________

 Balance Due:     $______________

 I/we plan to give the balance:  ___ Monthly    ___ Annually

Step 2:  Recognition Opportunities:**    

 Total Donation Amount:   $_____________(b)

 Initial Deposit Enclosed:   $______________

 Balance Due:     $______________

Step 3:  Total Commitment:    

 Line item (a):     $______________

 Line item (b):     $______________

 Total Commitment:     $______________



(Form to be completed only if you are obtaining a Recognition Opportunity)

St. Basil the Great Greek Orthodox Church
Houston, Texas

The following sets forth a gift agreement between _______________________________________ and St. 
Basil the Great Greek Orthodox Church with regard to the (I) Purpose, (II) Schedule and Form of Contributions, 
(III) Recognition, and (IV) Administration of the proposed gift.

I.  

I/we agree to make the following contribution to the Road to Consecration Capital Campaign to be used in 
reducing our debt to allow us to consecrate our church:

 Recognition Opportunity:   _______________________________________________

 Donation Amount:  $_______________________________________________

II.  � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � 	 
 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 � �
III.  

All Recognition Opportunities will be recognized once the church is Consecrated.  A dedicated wall on the 
church grounds will be created to recognize all donors to the capital campaign.

IV.  

St. Basil the Great  is a non-profit organization under IRS guidelines and is charged with soliciting, receiving, 
investing, and disbursing private gifts which benefit the administration of the church.

Agreed:

__________________________    __________________________
Authorized Donor      Date

__________________________    __________________________
GDC Chairperson      Date

__________________________    ___________________________
Parish Council President     Date
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THE ROAD TO 
      CONSECRATION
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Our Greek Orthodox Enclave Endures….

In 1992, a Greek school named Nea Vassileiada was created, and
a vision was established to build a New Orthodox Church in 
West Houston.  After many struggles and many answered 
prayers, a temporary sanctuary was completed in December 
1999.  In 2007, our Parish Assembly unanimously approved a 
plan that would realize the dreams of the parish by constructing 
a permanent sanctuary, chapel, administration building, memorial 
garden and a bell tower.  In 2009, Construction was completed and the vision of creating 
a permanent sanctuary was realized.  Iconography soon followed in both the chapel and 
sanctuary, and we are now ready to pursue our next chapter, 
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